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APPLAUSE, by Martin Pieter Zandvliet (Denmark)
wins the Europa Cinemas Label in Karlovy Vary
July 10, 2009 - Karlovy Vary

Applause, by Martin Pieter Zandvliet, has won the Europa Cinemas Label as Best European film at the 44nd Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, it was announced today by a jury of four Europa Cinemas exhibitors.
The Jury issued the following statement about the film: "Great piece of cinema about an actress whose relationship with her family is ruined by alcohol. A powerful and moving drama with brilliant cinematic language and sustained performance by Paprika Steen, fulfilling every scene. 

We believe that European audiences will appreciate this magnificent first feature from Danish director Martin P. Zandvliet, Applause."

Synopsis: When the critically acclaimed actress Thea leaves rehab, she confronts a difficult choice. During her heavy drinking period she divorced and lost custody of her two boys. She now craves to re-establish her life as a mother and prove herself and others that she is capable. Persuaded by her tough manipulative, but charming personality, her ex-husband takes an understanding stance. Up against the rigorous demands of stage life and a past that haunts her, she must face her inner demons while clinging to the goal she has set for herself.
Applause will now receive the support of the Europa Cinemas exhibitors who commit themselves to extend the length of its run on screen and to reinforce the promotion campaign directed at the general audience and the media.

World sales: TrustNordisk
http://www.trustnordisk.com
info@trustnordisk.com 
_____________________________________________________________

This marks the third year that the Europa Cinemas Label is awarded at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival to the Best European film in the main competition programme and in the East of the West section.
The jury consisted of: Rita Linda Potyondi (Hungary), exhibitor of Cirko-Gejzír (Budapest), Mira Staleva (Bulgaria), exhibitor of Cinema House (Sofia), Neil Connolly  (Ireland), exhibitor of The Light House Cinema (Dublin) and Ivan Barredo (Spain), Public events manager of Cines Verdi (Madrid, Barcelona).
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The Europa Cinemas Label is also awarded in the framework 
of three other major European events:

Directors’ Fortnight – Cannes, Giornate Degli Autori – Venice, Panorama – Berlin
2009 EUROPA CINEMAS LABEL AWARD WINNERS: 
Berlin (Panorama) : NORTH by Rune Denstad Langlo (Norway) 
ex-aequo with WELCOME by Philippe Lioret (France)
Cannes (Quinzaine des Réalisateurs) : LA PIVELLINA 
by Tizza Covi and Rainer Frimmel (Austria/Italy)

For more information about the Label, please contact
Fatima Djoumer : fatim@djoumer.de
Stéphanie Dufour : sdufour@europa-cinemas.org
www.europa-cinemas.org
Today, the Europa Cinemas / MEDIA network comprises 1945 screens and 758 cinemas in 439 cities of 43 countries.
Supported by MEDIA, Euromed Audiovisual and European Development Fund, Programmes of the European Union (Brussels), Centre National de la Cinématographie (Paris), Filmförderungsanstalt (Berlin), Eurimages (Council of Europe - Strasbourg), Ministère français des Affaires étrangères et européennes (Paris).
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