














Questionnaire about Licensing and Rights Issues 

in European Documentary Practice
A) Respondent Information

     1. Your name (optional):

     2.  Your email address:

     3.  Your city and province:

     4. Job Description (e.g. producer, director, cameraperson, writer, etc. including 
multiple job titles):

     5. Percentage of your production which is documentary (specific doc types or genres 
if you can):

     6. Do you wish your identity kept confidential? (yes or no)

B) Copyright Experience: getting the material you need

Please expand on your personal experiences with copyright in the films you make or have made. Give as many examples as you wish.

 7. Have licensing demands ever prevented you from creating a film in the manner you planned, such as using archival material?

8. Have licensing demands ever required you to re-cut or version a film prior to its release?

9. Have you ever employed any of the copyright exemptions or exceptions that permit new creators to use copyrighted material without permission or payment? 


- 
If yes, can you explain the circumstances? 


- 
If no, can you explain why not? Is it that you did not know about them, or 
that you did not believe that they would apply, or that it would not be safe? 

10. Have you ever been forced, in order to clear material, to accept a license for a limited term that will prevent you from licensing your film at a future date?

11. Has the assertion of copyright license renewals ever required you to withdraw one of your films from public circulation?

12. Has the clearance of rights prevented you from European distribution?

13. Do you normally attempt to license existing music and recordings or do you commission your own music?

14. Have you had trouble finding affordable archival material?
15. What percentage of your average budget goes to legal clearances and other copyright related issues?

16. Do you have trouble finding competent and independent legal counsel to advise on copyright issues?
C) Your own Copyright: has anyone misappropriated your work or used it without giving you proper payment or recognition?
So far we have asked you about any problems you may have had clearing rights owned by others. Now we would like to explore whether your own work has ever been used in violation of your rights. Again: give as many examples as you wish!

17. Have you ever given permission for your work to be used and then been dissatisfied with the result? Did you feel that your permission had been obtained by fraud or misrepresentation?

18. Have you ever had problems with people or institutions re-using some part of your work without getting permission? 
19. What action (legal or otherwise) if any, did you consider taking or actually take?

D) Your rights in general
20. What do you think are the most important legal rights you own in the films you create? What steps (if any) do you take to protect those rights or publicize them?

21. What do you think are your rights to use copyrighted material without permission or payment, as a new creator?  What steps have you taken to take advantage of those rights? 
22. Has anyone (friend, collaborator, lawyer) given you advice about those rights?


E) Conclusion

23. Do you think that copyright, in its current form in your country:

a. overcompensates creators,

b. undercompensates creators, or 

c. appropriately compensates creators?

24. Do you think that copyright laws in your country 
a. properly recognize the needs of new creators to use copyrighted material without permission or payment. 

b. give too much control to copyright owners. 

c. give too much control to new creators. 

25. Do you find that the current copyright laws in your country:

a. encourage the creation of documentary films; 

b.discourage the creation of documentary films; or

c. play no role in the creation of documentary films.

26. As a documentary filmmaker, on balance do you feel that copyright laws are more beneficial to you as a creator, or more harmful to you in restricting your use of copyright material?
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Please send the information to:

Marijke Rawie
ExpertDocs

Bloemgracht 66

1015 TL Amsterdam

Netherlands

Tel + fax: +31 20 6235533

Email: expertdocs@xs4all.nl
Or to:

Associazione DOC/IT

c/o Cineteca del Comune di Bologna

Via Riva di Reno 72, 40122 Bologna

Tel +39 051 204840 

Fax +39 051 204821

e-mail <info@documentaristi.it>
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