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ScripTeast – new training program for scriptwriters from Eastern and Central Europe.

ScripTeast is an innovatory training program, designed for experienced scriptwriters from Eastern and Central Europe. 
ScripTeast is meant to help scriptwriters from our region overcome barriers they encounter, enhance competitiveness of the already written scripts and promote them among best European producers. The first edition of ScripTeast was officially launched at IFF Cannes 2006. 
The program was modeled on the best examples of similar initiatives, and on the basis of our experience of co-operation with the Sundance Institute founded by Robert Redford. The method of work in ScripTeast is a week of individual analyses of each script by 12 Creative Advisors – acclaimed scriptwriters, directors and producers from different cultural backgrounds, who had spectacular successes reaching far beyond their own countries. These meetings will be taking place during the Stationary Workshop  (17-24 September 2006) in Poland, and among Creative Advisors there will be Bern Lichtenberg (scriptwriter of Goodbye Lenin) and Petr Zelenka ((author of Wrong Side Up, Year of the Devil, Buttoners). Guest speaker during the workshop will be Peter Fudakowski, producer of this year's Oscar winner Tsotsi.
The program also offers an opportunity to write a new version of the script after the stationary workshop in consultation with a chosen Creative Advisor, and  the ability to work on it during sessions at festivals in Berlin and Cannes. The scripts participating in ScripTeast will be promoted during those festivals and participants will have access to festival screenings. 

During the Final Session in Cannes, international ScripTeast Advisory Board will present The Krzysztof Kieślowski Award for the Best Eastern and Central European Script to one of the scripts participating in ScripTeast (10,000 € for its author/-s). 
Members of ScripTeast Advisory Board are: Simon Perry (President), Antoine de Clermont-Tonnerre, Agnieszka Holland, Antonio Saura, Manfred Schmidt, Dariusz Jabłoński.

Nick Holdsworth in "Hollywood Reporter" (7th July 2006) wrote: "Screenwriters from Central and Eastern Europe will have the opportunity to gain wider international exposure under a new Polish project specially designed for the region."
Applicants need to have a finished or nearly finished script of a theatrical feature film. They must have had at least one script produced (theatrical or tv feature, or tv series) or be able to prove an extensive experience as a writer, journalist or director. Deadline for this year's applications is 15th of August 2006. 

Scripteast is organized by Independent Film Foundation, with the support of the Media Plus Programme of the European Community, and Polish Film Institute, Polish Television (Telewizja Polska TVP) and Apple Film Production, in co-operation with the European Film Academy, network ACE and festivals in Berlin, Cannes and Karlovy Vary. 
For more information, see the program's website: www.scripteast.pl or www.scripteast.eu.

Contact person: Katarzyna Długosz (project manager), tel. +4822 851 84 40, email: info@scripteast.pl.
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